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Alpine Air Waves is published twice 
per year (winter and summer) to 
communicate station  news to its 
members, presenters, volunteers, 
sponsors and others interested in 
community broadcasting in the Upper 
Kiewa Valley.

We are a community radio station 
that is independent, not-for-profit, 
community owned and operated and 
is run by volunteers and a part-time 
station manager and sponsorship 
manager.

We rely on the active support of our 
listeners, members, volunteers and 
sponsors for the day to day operation 
of the station.

The station is located in the Mt Beauty 
Visitor Information Centre Precinct in 
in north- east Victoria.

Membership
We stand for Access, Diversity, 
Localism, Independence & Innovation. 
Your support is vital for this unique 
service to continue. Family/Couple 
$20, Single $15, Pensioner/Student 
$10, Business $30 & Community 
Organisation $30.

Sponsorships
The station has developed a number 
of attractive sponsorship packages 
(i.e. paid advertising) suitable for all 
types of businesses. The packages 
can be viewed on our website at  
<www.alpineradio.com.au> or a copy 
downloaded. All production is done 
in-house. We are fully equipped for 
digital production using the latest 
audio editing software and backing 
music.

Broadcast Training
New presenters are always welcome 
and training is offered. We pride 
ourselves on delivering practical 
training on a one to one basis. In 
conjunction with Mt Beauty SC, 
training is also offered for school 
students.

Alpine Shire

— “Community Broadcasting – Ordinary People Engaged In An Extraordinary Enterprise” —

— An Historical Moment —

From left – Mary Smith, Bill Sutton, Yvonne Sutton & Margaret O’Rourke
conducting the broadcast outside the Post Office

Please Turn Over

The station conducted its first ‘REAL’ live outside broadcast on Friday evening 28th November ‘08 
from outside the Mt Beauty Post Office. Many ‘mock’ street broadcasts have been conducted over the 
last 5 years to promote the station or an event in the town but they could not be done ‘live’ as we did not 
have the equipment or technology to conduct them. Now via the internet we can login remotely to the 
studio computer using software called LogMeIn and control (just as if the presenter was in front of that 
PC) what goes to air using our own special on-air software and, using software called Skype dial into 
the same computer and use voice. A broadband internet connection is needed to conduct the broadcast. 
On this occasion Greg and Shelly Badior provided this for us. The promotion was part of Mt Beauty’s 
first late night Friday shopping leading up to Xmas. 

Note: Mary Smith has been conducting her morning breakfast program remotely from home for the past 
10 weeks using the above set up because she has not been able to access the studio due to her  injury. 

In 1936, Eric’s mum just made it from the outback of  
S. Africa into Kimberley in an old ute so no surprises 

that he has been a shook-up kid and a rolling stone since.
With schooling in Pretoria and studying dentistry in Johannesburg and 
Medicine in Cape Town with Prof Chris Barnard, Eric worked as a clinical 
lecturer at Witwatersrand University and then as senior house officer in 
Accident & Emergency, Obstetrics & Gynaecology (in a London teaching 
hospital) and surgery in Durban, South Africa. 
Eric spent almost two years in British Antarctica as medical officer for 

wintering scientists at Halley Bay (yes, named after the ‘Comet’ man).  Although doing some dentistry 
and treating the odd broken bone most duties encompassed driving the radar balloon tracker for the 
‘Met Men’, being off-sider to the diesel mechanic and stand-in Radio Operator (where maintenance up 
a 20 meter aerial in the dark of winter in a snow storm had special meaning).
Being offered a migrant’s visa in 1977 to work in Alice Springs, it was more of the wanderlust – working 
as Medical officer in the Alice and hospital dentist in most Australian states before discovering Mt 
Beauty in 1998. Retraining as a nurse at Tafe, Eric worked at the Mt. Beauty hospital mostly in aged 
care before retirement in 2001.
After working as a volunteer at the Neighbourhood Centre, Lions Club and Neighbourhood Watch, 
he joined Alpine Radio in Hollond St, transferring from cataloguer to presenter in 2004. Eric would 
have the largest collection of compilation CD’s of any presenter on community radio. He has made 
these up over the last few years as part of his dedication to the two programs he presents each week, 
namely ‘Easy Breakfast’ on Sunday and ‘Country with an Easy Beat’ on Tuesday. Eric has also been 
the stations maintenance officer for the last four years. 
He leaves Mt. Beauty on Dec. 9th to join family and resettle in a village in the Lake District of the UK 
where he had his own Dental Practice in a former life. Good luck, Eric. We will miss you.

Farewell Eric
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President’s Report ‘08  
Mary Smith

Sponsors 
— The Team Behind the Team —

Alpine Radio survives and prospers thanks to the support of its 
listeners, presenters, volunteers and the following current sponsors as 
at December 2008.

• North Eastern Home Improvements – Mt Beauty
• Peter White Furniture – Wodonga
• Tawonga South Butchery 
• Dederang Hotel 
• Mt Beauty & District Community Bank
• Warehouse Sales – Wodonga
• Boulevard Motors – Wodonga
• Kiewa Valley Spring Water – Wodonga 
• Vegitation – Mt Beauty
• ANZ Bank — Mt Beauty
• Tate Funeral Services – Wangaratta
• Len Plum Cabinets – Gundowring
• Mt Beauty Foodworks Supermarket
• Mt Beauty Hardware & Drapery
• Australian Park Motel – Albury
• The Quilt & Pillow Factory – Albury
• Harvey World Travel – Albury
• Tower Laundry – Wodonga
• Kiewa Valley Sports & Spinal Physiotherapy – Mt Beauty
• Ceccanti-Kiewa Valley Wines – Mongans Bridge

President • Mary Smith 
V-President • Yvonne  Sutton
Secretary • Paul L’Huillier & IT
Treasurer • Wendy Hutton
Media & PR • Bill Sutton
Committee • David O’Rourke
 • Margaret O’Rourke
 • Wendy Blake

Volunteer Positions
Technical Officer • Rob O’Connor
Music Library  

Co-ordinator • Ian Erbacher
Training 

Co-ordinator • Bill Sutton
Maintenance 

Officer • Vacant
Site Manager • Dick Puttyfoot

Paid Positions (part-time)
 Station Manager • Yvonne Sutton 
 Sponsorship Managers • Mary C. Smith & Sally Ley

Committee of Management 
— 2008/09 —

In acknowledging our sponsors we would also ask our members and 
listeners to support them by purchasing their products and services 
whenever possible and please make yourself known as a member of 
Alpine Radio.

• Memberships due! — If this newsletter has a membership form 
enclosed it indicates your membership is unpaid for 2008/09. We 
appreciate your on-going support of the station and urge you to 
renew by returning the enclosed membership form and appropriate 
fee as soon as possible.

• Station relocation downstairs — Stage 1 – (toilet & kitchen) 
is complete at a cost of $15,000. Both are in use. Stage 2 – The 
construction of the ‘shell’ within the large Shire building to house 
three studios, a music library, reception area and manager’s office. 
will  depend on the availability of funds and volunteer labour. Stage 3 
will involve the complete outfitting of the studios and other areas.

• Welcome to our new presenters — Barb Allen, Jo McLaughlin and 
Margaret O’Rourke.

• Eric Harvey, Derek Hutton, Angie Keogh, Brian Price & Thora 
Carroll — Eric, after being involved with the staiton for 5 years as 
a presenter and maintenance officer is departing for England. Derek 
has been a presenter and committee person for 4 years and has retired. 
Angie who has been a presenter for 2 years  is also retireing. Brian 
retired from being the Training Coordinator at the start of the year 
and as a presenter. Thora has been our station cleaner for the last 3 
years and is retiring. Thank you Eric, Derek, Angie, Brian and Thora 
for your contribution to community radio in the UKV. 

• National CR Listener Survey 2008 — Number of Australians aged 
15+ listening to community radio (CR) in an average month has 
increased by 10% in the last 2 years from 47% (over 7.5 million) in 
2006 to 57% in 2008 (over 9.5 million). Why are People Listening?

 1. Specialist music programs (55%), 2. Local information/Local news 
(53%), 3. Play Aust. music/support local artists (46%), 4. Announcers 
sound like ordinary people (43%), 5. Local voices (42%). 

• Certificate III in Radio Broadcasting — Congratulations to Wendy 
Blake and Ian Smith who have completed 4 units towards the 
Certificate III in Radio Broadcasting.

• Grants — The station was successful with its application for a  
Alpine Shire Community Grant  and was recently granted $5,200 
towards  Stage 2 of its station relocation project that has been costed 
at $19,000.

• Mt Beauty SC — The College has provided a number of student 
voices for sponsorship announcements. The station provides student 
training for 2 hours on a Thursday between 11am–1pm.

Off-Air

Dear Members and Supporters 
Since the winter edition of Alpine Air Waves much has happened here 
at 92.5 FM:
Stage 1 of the station expansion has been completed. It is wonderful to 
have our own internal toilet and kitchen. Sincere thanks to all involved 
for its finalisation. 
Stage 2 – the internal ‘shell’ modification and construction for the new 
studios, office, music library has begun. When completed, and this 
naturally depends on available funds, the commencement of Stage 
3 – to outfit the studios etc will commence. By now you most likely 
will have received a flyer outlining the above details and requesting 
your assistance with a donation towards the renovations. We greatly 
appreciate your support and assistance so that your community radio 
station can grow and continue to deliver a professional community 
broadcasting service, that to date, Alpine FM has established itself as. 
Of course 92.5 FM daily could not present the variety of programs it 
broadcasts without the dedication and support of its volunteer presenters. 
Each delivers their programs with pride and enthusiasm. Sometimes it 
can be difficult to be that smiling voice behind the microphone. A huge 
debt of gratitude must go to the wonderful dedicated presenters and 
other volunteers. Thank you one and all. 
While showing appreciation, Alpine Radio’s sponsors receive our total 
gratitude. Without them where would we be? As they support us, please 
in turn where possible support them. They appreciate feedback from 
listeners regarding their contribution to 92.5 FM. 
Now, do you have an ‘inner call’ to be a radio voice? Full training 
will be given whether it’s as a presenter, voice over, script writing and 
production. Be not afraid, we all started out with the premise - “Oh 
I could never do that!” Just remember you are unique with a very 
special gift that nobody else has – YOU.  The rewards far outweigh 
the hesitation, so come on, join the happy and dedicated team here at 
Alpine Radio. Take the first step, ring the office 5754 4554 during office 
hours and be assured you will feel ten foot tall knowing you are that 
vital contributor to your community radio station. 
To all our members we whole heartedly thank you for your financial 
membership support. 
Over the next six months much will be accomplished and we look forward 
to keeping you informed over the airwaves and as well throughout the 
year with the summer and winter editions of our newsletter – Alpine 
Air Waves. Please feel free to make contact should you have any Alpine 
Radio issue you wish discuss. Be assured of our total understanding 
and attention. 
On behalf of the Committee of Management, I wish you all a very happy, 
safe and wondrous Christmas and every success throughout 2009.  

Publisher
Alpine Radio 92.5 FM
PO Box 331
Mount Beauty  3699 Victoria
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• Mt Beauty Country Club
• Mt Beauty Bakery 
• Mt Beauty Post Office
• Step-In – Wodonga
• Baker Motors – Albury
• Bogong Hotel – Tawonga
• Mt Beauty Property Sales 


